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of Miami 
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Chapel Hill, NC - Dr Mauricio Cohen is set to become the new director of the 

cardiac catheterization laboratory at the University of Miami Miller School of 

Medicine, leaving behind his role as assistant professor of medicine and associate 

director of the catheterization laboratory at the University of North Carolina (UNC).  

Cohen told heartwire he is excited about the move to Miami, especially since the city is a gateway to 

Central and South America. The University of Miami has attracted a number of high-profile cardiologists 

in recent years, including Drs William O'Neill, Alan Heldman, Gervasio Lamas, and Joshua Hare, 

among others, and this recruitment of talent, along with being just "one flight home to friends and 

family," made his decision to move to Miami that much easier. 

"It's a great opportunity to work with people that have pioneered the field of interventional cardiology, 

such as Bill O'Neill, and it is a great opportunity to step into more administrative duties as cath lab 

director, as well as take a step up the academic ladder," said Cohen. "Putting all this together, with my 

background, it makes sense for me to be in a place like Miami."  

At UNC, in addition to his speciality in interventional cardiology, Cohen had a special interest in the 

health of minorities, particularly Hispanic individuals, and was the director of the UNC Latino Health 

Initiative, a service that provided healthcare and outreach to the growing Latino community in North 

Carolina.  

"UNC has been a very generous institution to me over the past five years," said Cohen. "It's very well-

respected, and my colleagues are delightful to work with. I'm going to miss working with all of them. 

UNC provides excellent care to patients regardless of skin color or social status, and that's something I 

really like." 

Cohen is a graduate of the Universidad Nacional de Tucumán in the northwest of Argentina and did his 

residency and fellowship at the Hospital Italiano, a major referral center in Buenos Aires. He continued 

his training in the US after being awarded the Latin American Society of Interventional 

Cardiology—Duke scholarship in 1997, an award which is given to the best young Latin American 

cardiologist each year.  

Hare, the cardiovascular division chief at the University of Miami, said the hospital is "thrilled and 

delighted" Cohen is joining the cardiovascular program. "His expertise in interventional therapies and 

interest in the health of Hispanics is a clear benefit to our South Florida patients," commented Hare.  

This past May, Cohen was named the associate editor of Cardiosource en Español, a Spanish version 

of the American College of Cardiology website for cardiology professionals. The website is aimed at 

physicians in Latin America and is intended to help keep them in the loop with new research as well as 

transmit their research findings to a wider audience. 
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Miami surgeons join the growing army at the University of Miami

Three cardiac surgeons from Mount Sinai Medical Center in Miami Beach also joined the University of 

Miami team this week, adding yet more talent to the burgeoning cardiovascular program that 

continues to attract big names.  

Dr Donald Williams, a cardiac surgeon at Mount Sinai Medical Center for 19 years, joins the 

University of Miami Health System. He specializes in coronary bypass, valve repair, and aortic surgery 

and is part of ongoing studies in prosthetic valve replacement and mitral-valve repair. In addition to 

his clinical duties at the University of Miami Hospital, Williams will be a professor at the Miller School of 

Medicine. 
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� Abdominal obesity is the bane of Latin America  

[Lipid/Metabolic > Lipid/Metabolic; Mar 05, 2007] 

� Booming Hispanic population in US means rocketing economic costs for treating stroke  

[HeartWire > News; Feb 22, 2006] 

� Hypertension varies by race within Hispanic community  

[HeartWire > News; Jan 30, 2006] 
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Dr Roger Carillo, who spent 16 years at Mount Sinai Medical Center, is a surgeon with clinical 

interests in surgical electrophysiology, specializing in laser lead extraction that uses a catheter-based 

technique to remove infected or fractured leads in pacemakers. Carillo will be an associate professor at 

the Miller School of Medicine. 

And finally, Dr Andres Medina, a cardiothoracic surgeon with a specialty in minimally invasive 

surgery, will be the third surgeon making the move. He previously spent two years at Mount Sinai 

Medical Center. 

All three surgeons began clinical duties September 15, 2008. 
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stefano savonitto
congratulations 
congratulations Mauricio, you deserve it
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